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Loree et al, Jama Onc 2019 Duma et al…JOP 2018



Having Breast Cancer while Black…

.  Mortality rate 40% higher in BW even though 
Black women = White women in rate of 
developing cancer. 

. BW twice more likely to get an aggressive form 
of breast cancer . 
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Barriers

1
Health Provider

-Poor Physician and Team Communication

-Physician –patient Bias

-Cultural Differences and Diversity in 
Workforce

-Provider not aware of potential trials

2
Patient 

-Distrust/Broken Trust

-Socioeconomic factors



Rates of agreement to participate if asked…

.

Used with permission of Lori Pierce, MD

Unger et al. JNCI 2021



State of Workforce in Oncology ..2021
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Patient Barriers…

1. Distrust/Broken Trust
-Ask family/advocates for 

recommendations/referrals to providers they trust
- Seek a second opinion(trust your instincts)

2. Socioeconomic factors
-
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-Trial access 

-Limited Eligibility 
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OTHER BARRIERS…



ASCO- Friends of Cancer Research Joint Statement.. 
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Washout periods Time-based washout periods should be removed from eligibility 
criteria in most cases.
2. Relevant clinical and laboratory parameters should be used 
in place of time-based washout periods to address safety.

Concomitant medications Only an exclusion factor if known drug-drug interactions exist or 
potential toxicities will impact efficacy. 

Prior therapies Not an exclusion unless it potentially interact with a prior 
therapy 

Laboratory reference ranges and
test intervals

should only be used as exclusion criteria when scientifically 
justified and when abnormal test
results confer safety concerns

Performance status Patients with reduced PS should be included unless there is a 
scientific and/or clinical rationale for exclusion justified by 
established safety considerations



Recommendations from ASCO’S Road to Recovery

● Allow more local/remote administration of treatment

● Make trials equitable/accessible and realistic

● Trials should be designed in a way that it can be easily integrated into 
routine clinical care. 

● Limit collection of research biospecimens 
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Financial Barriers…Big deal

Nonmedical costs
Medical costs

DIVERSE TRIALS ACT(H.R 5030/S.2706)



Adipiscing elit sed

Tempor incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna aliqua
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Thank you.
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